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Prelude   “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” Valerie Duffy, 

      Flute 
 

Call to Worship 
Leader:  “Peace be with you…” 
People:  More than just words we say in worship. 
Leader:  Christmas Carols we sing… 
People:  Are more than just songs. 
Leader:  Trees we cover in lights and ornaments… 
People:  Are more than just decorations. 
Leader:  Gifts we share with one another… 
People:  Are more than just an annual tradition. 
Leader:  All the ways we celebrate this season of  Advent and 

Christmas, 
People:  Are intended to remind us of  God’s hope, peace, joy, 

and love to be carried into the year. Today, we reclaim 
the idea of  peace for all people in every time. 

 

*Hymn   “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming”     [See Next] 
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Greeting 
Leader:  May the grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, 

and the fellowship of  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

The Call to Confession 
 

Unison Prayer of  Confession 
We fear Peace, O God, because peace is shorthand, a cliff  notes edition, 
an easier stand-in word for us to digest than Change! Hear our prayer of  
forgiveness for our fear of  a true peace. Conflict has become so 
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comfortable and familiar. Our patterns of  violence so systematic that we 
don’t even notice them. Disfunction in congregation, family, and 
community normalized. God, today we confess that true peace would 
mean big change. This Advent, help us, O Lord, to release this fear. 
 

Assurance of  God’s Grace 
 

*Kyrie    “Lord Have Mercy” 
Leader:  Lord have mercy upon us. 
People:  Lord have mercy upon us.  
Leader:  Christ have mercy upon us. 
People:  Christ have mercy upon us.  
Leader:  Lord have mercy upon us. 
People:  Lord have mercy upon us.  
 

*Hymn of  Praise      “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”      [See Below] 
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THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
(Lighting the Second Advent Candle this morning are Anna Anderson and Bill 

Copeland.) 
 

 
 

*Advent Hymn             “Wait for the Lord”   [See Next] 
(The Organist will play through this chant once, and the congregation will sing the 

chant 6 times.) 

 
 

A SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

The Collect for the Second Sunday of  Advent 
God, you are always with us promising always to never leave us. Gather 
us into worship on this chilly Connecticut December morning. Gather 
us into the safety and calm of  this ancient place. Collect us as your 
people here in Hamden in a renewed commitment to your enduring 
peace on earth. Invoke within this service a glimmer of  what it could 
mean for us to be instruments of  Christ’s peace in a scary and fearful 
world. Amen. 
 

The Epistle:     Romans 15: 4-13   Mark Leach 
Pew Bible Page 163 (New Testament) 
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Psalter           Psalm 72: 1–7, 18–19 
May the righteous flourish; let there be an abundance of  peace. (Ps. 72:7) 

 
 
1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 

 and your righteousness to | the king's son; 
2that he may rule your | people righteously 

 and the | poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 

 and the | hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 

 rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.   R 
5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 

 from one generation | to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 

 like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 

and let there be an abundance of  peace till the moon shall | be no 

more. 
18Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of  Israel; 

 you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 

 and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen.   R 
 

The Gospel:       Matthew 3: 3-6 
Pew Bible Page 3 (New Testament) 

 

*Hymn     “There's a Voice in the Wilderness Crying”     NCH #129 
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Sermon                        “…And Also With You”      Rev. Jake Miles Joseph 
 

*Affirmation of  Faith  Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and 
earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally begotten of  the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of  one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of  the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of  life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the 
resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 
 

A SERVICE OF OFFERING 
 

The Joys and Concerns of  the Parish Family 
Please remember the following persons in your prayers: Peter Copeland; 
Anne and Elton Smith; Amos Hewitt; Rhonda Pruzinsky; Gilbert 
Spencer; Ron Vanacore; and Kathy Willey. 
 

Prayers for Christ’s Church and the World 
Leader:  May the Lord be with you.  
People:  And with your spirit.  
Leader:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
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Moments of  Silent Prayer  
 

Intercessory Prayers 
A series of  petitions, each of  which ends with the phrase “Lord, in your mercy” 
with the congregation responding, “Hear our prayer.” 
 

Call to Offering 
 

Offertory          “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”       Bell Choir 
Arr. Barbara Kinyon 

 
*The Doxology       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow - 
Praise him all creatures here below ; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   Amen. 
 

*Prayer of  Dedication 
 

A SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

*Hymn        “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  NCH #345 
 

*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Sursum Corda 

L:  The Lord Be With You. 
P:  And with your Spirit. 
L:  Lift Up your Hearts. 
P:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
L:  Let Us Give Thanks unto the Lord, our God 
P:  It is right to give God Thanks and praise 
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Sanctus    “Holy, Holy, Holy”           [See Below] 

 
 

(The Congregation may be seated at this time.) 
 

The Consecration of  the Elements      
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in Heaven: hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Distribution of  the Elements     
(At this time, Deacons will distribute the Elements. Please be advised that the 
outer cups will be filled with wine, while all remaining cups contain grape juice.) 
 

Prayer of  Thanksgiving (In Unison) 
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God, you have shared peace with us, and so by these gifts we hope to 
contribute to peace in the wider world. Help these gifts to catalyze the 
peace of  this Advent Peace Sunday into endless manifestations of  your 
peace here in Milford and around the world through 2023 and the 
generations yet to be born. Amen. 
 

*Hymn          “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry”  [See Below] 

 
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude          “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry” Bell Choir 
Arr. John Behnke 

 
 
 
 



10 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 

As a community of  faith, gathered in Christ's love, 
we strive to support one another in hearing the Word, 

living the Word, and sharing the Word. 
 

 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS WORSHIP: A LOOK 
AHEAD 

Please join every Sunday at 10am for service!  
 

December 11th 
Third Sunday of  Advent 
Scripture: TBA 
Sermon:       Reverend Daniel Schlorff 
 

December 18th 
Fourth Sunday of  Advent 

Scripture: Isaiah 7:10-16 
  Psalm 80: 1-7,17-19 
  Matthew 1: 18-25 
Sermon:       Aren Alberico 
 

December 24th: Christmas Eve 
***Service will begin at 4pm*** 

Scripture: Isaiah 9: 2-7 
  Titus 2: 11-14 
  Luke 2: 3-14, (15-20) 
Minister:       Reverend Susan Owen will be serving Communion.  
 

Our Christmas Eve Service will include Scripture Readings, Singing of  Carols, and a 
Communion Service led by Reverend Susan Owen. Music will be provided by the Bell Choir 

and Leon Fiftal will be the organist for the evening. 
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December 25th: Christmas Day 

Service for Christmas Day will be held at Christ the Good Shephard Lutheran Church, 
located at 600 Shepard Avenue, Hamden, CT 06514. Service will begin at 10am. More 

information is to come, so stay tuned! 
 

 
About Today’s Minister:  

Reverend Jake Miles Joseph 
 

The Rev. Jake Miles Joseph received his BA in French from 
Grinnell College in Iowa in 2011 and his Masters of  Divinity and 
Graduate Certificate in Human Rights from Emory University in Atlanta 
in 2014. After attending Divinity School, as one of  the proud out 
LGBTQ and UCC voices at Emory, he served as the Associate Minister 
for Outreach and Mission/ Congregational Life for five years from 2014 
to 2019 at Plymouth Congregational UCC in Fort Collins, Colorado. 
While in Fort Collins, Jake served as the Chair of  the Housing Authority 
Board of  Commissioners, on the National Commissions Committee of  
NAHRO providing policy advocacy on affordable housing at the 
national level, and on local and statewide boards of  Habitat for 
Humanity among other nonprofits. Jake most recently served as the 
Associate Minister at First Church UCC of  Guilford, Connecticut 
helping them navigate technology and change through two years of  the 
pandemic. Since October 2021, Jake has taken on the new challenge of  
combating antisemitism, extremism, hate, and bias on a daily basis as the 
new Associate Director for the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 
Connecticut Region. He and his scientist husband, Gerhard, live in 
Milford, Connecticut. 
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The Altar Guild 

 

Orders for Memorial Poinsettia Plants, 2022 

 

When: Coffee Hours, Sunday, November 27
th 

and December 4
th

. 

  

or call Karen Amato (272-0174) by Wednesday, December 7
th

. 

 

Choice of:  Red, White, or Marbled 

Cost:   $8.00 each 

 

Plants may be taken after worship on Christmas Eve, Friday, Dec. 24
th

. 

 

Please fill out the form below and return to Karen Amato or the church 

office. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

 

Ordered By________________________________________________Phone_____________ 

 

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Or, (other dedication) _________________________________________________________ 

 

Total number ________________Red____________White___________Marbled________ 

 

Total Cost _______________________ 

Check one:   Will take after worship ________   Will Leave at Church ___________ 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
As a reminder, our Annual Budget meeting will be held directly after 
service today. If  you are able, please stay after as we need a quorum of  
25 members in order to vote on the budget.  
 

Please see page 10 for our Christmas worship schedule! 
 

The Keefe Center is collaborating with several Hamden Community 
Services to provide toys to over 500 children during the holiday. Please 
see the flyer included in the December Bell Tree for more information. 
 

Regarding the VNA Gift Drive: please try to return your unwrapped 
gifts with the gift tag by next Sunday, December 11th. This will allow 
more time to wrap before delivery on December 19th. All gifts may be 
left on the table or the stage. Thank you.  
 

Per the Board of  Deacons: During every Sunday in December and 
January, we will be having either Lay Preachers or guest Ordained 
Ministers in charge of  our worship. We are asking that you support 
them as much as possible by attending worship if  you can. It truly 
makes a difference if  the church service has a good attendance. 
 

We are always looking for Volunteers for Coffee Hour. If  you are 
interested, please contact Aren in the office, or use the sign-up sheet 
now located near the main entrance to the Parish House. 
 

Looking to get involved? There are several Committee Openings for 
Deacons (2 openings), Faith Formation (3 openings), and Music (3 
openings)! If  you would like to try out a committee (attend a meeting 
with no obligations), please contact the office and Aren will put you in 
touch with the committee chair! 
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December 4th, 2022 

 
Mount Carmel Congregational Church 
3284 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518 

203-248-7408 
 
Office Admin:   Mr. Aren Alberico 
    office@mccucc.com  
Music Director:  Mrs. Lynda Pedersen 
    lyndapedersen@att.net   
Faith Formation:   Mrs. Debbie Wooley 
    ce@mccucc.com  
Treasurer: Mrs. Ellen Amato  

treasurer@mccucc.com 
Facebook:    Mt. Carmel Congregational Church 
Instagram:    mountcarmelchurch1  
Website:    www.mccucc.com  
 
Officers: 
President:     Tom Duffy  

 thomascduffy67@gmail.com 
Clerk:     Beverly Jurkiewicz 

 bevjjur@comcast.net  
Board of  Deacons:   Bev Jurkiewicz, Chair  
Board of  Trustees: Anna Anderson, Chair 
 aanderson545@gmail.com  
 
 
 
*Note: Although we are now mask-optional in worship, we ask that you refrain from 
attending service if  you are not feeling well and please wear a mask if  you have been 

exposed to COVID. We thank you for your consideration of  others. 
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