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Prelude   “What Wondrous Love is This?”  Valerie Duffy, 
    Arr. Daniel Burton    Flute 

 

 Greeting and Announcements 
 

Passing of  the Peace of  Christ 
 

Call to Worship 
One:  We have taken a few more steps down a road that will take us 

to the Cross. 
All:  It is a journey we take together, and a journey each one 

makes alone. 
One:  We have noticed things on the way: the uneven ground, the 

mercy of  shade, the faithfulness of  those who walk with us. 
All:  We carry little with us but that which is in our hearts: 

hope, trust, fear, apprehension, wonder, sorrow. 
One:  On this Lenten journey, we will rest and sing and pray and 

listen. 
All:  In our worship together, we rest and sing and pray and 

listen. 
One:  Then let us worship God. 
All:  Let us continue this journey together. 
 

 
 

*Hymn           “O God, in Whom All Life Begins” NCH #401 
 

The Call to Confession 
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Unison Prayer of  Confession 
(adapted from a prayer by Dietrich Bonhoeffer) 
O God, we cannot do this alone. 
Help us to concentrate our thoughts on you; 
We feel the weight of  the world, and you offer rest; 
We are lonely, yet you do not leave us;  
We are feeble in heart, and you call us to courage; 
We are restless, and you foment patience in our hearts;  
We harbor bitterness, and you plant seeds of  gratitude; 
We give into despair, and you awaken hope. 
Whatever these days may bring, we cannot do this alone. 
We are your people, held in your hands; forgive us, we pray. Amen. 
 

Words of  Assurance 
 

First Reading:              Psalm 119: 9-16   Leon Fiftal 
How can young people keep their paths pure? 
    By guarding them according to what you’ve said. 
I have sought you with all my heart. 
    Don’t let me stray from any of  your commandments! 
I keep your word close, in my heart, 
    so that I won’t sin against you. 
You, God, are to be blessed! 
    Teach me your statutes. 
I will declare out loud 
    all the rules you have spoken. 
I rejoice in the content of  your laws 
    as if  I were rejoicing over great wealth. 
I will think about your precepts 
    and examine all your paths. 
I will delight in your statutes; 
    I will not forget what you have said. 
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Hymn             “What Wondrous Love Is This”  NCH #233 
[Please remain seated for this hymn] 

 

Second Reading:      John 12: 20-22 
Some Greeks were among those who had come up to worship at the 

festival. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and made 
a request: “Sir, we want to see Jesus.” Philip told Andrew, and Andrew and 
Philip told Jesus. 

 

Sermon 
 

*Hymn         “Jesus, What a Friend to Sinners” [Page 5] 
 

The Joys and Concerns of  the Parish Family 
Please remember the following persons in your prayers: Bart March; 
Marilynn Bronson; Karl Paulette; Amos Hewitt; Rhonda Pruzinsky; and 
Gilbert Spencer. 
 

Moments of  Silent Prayer  
 

Pastoral Prayer  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
(In Unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy names. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 

Call to Offering 
 

Offertory   “What Wondrous Love is This?”  
Arr. Robert Lau 
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*The Doxology 
(In Unison) 
Praise God throughout these forty days; 
Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise; 
Praise the Spirit who imparts 
God’s grace and love into our hearts. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of  Dedication 
(In Unison) 
God of  all, we give these offerings in gratitude, rejoicing in the 
abundance of  your gifts to us. We give these offerings in faith, 
trusting that you will provide for our needs. We give these 
offerings in hope, knowing you can use them to spread your love 
in this world. With these offerings, we give ourselves; may we 
live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen.  
 

*Hymn              “Take My Life, God, Let It Be”  NCH #448 
 

Benediction (Spoken and Sung) 
(For tune, please see “Come, O Fount of  Every Blessing”, NCH #459) 
O, to grace how great a debtor 
daily I’m constrained to be. 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 
here’s my heart, O, take and seal it; 
seal it for thy courts above. 
 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 

As a community of  faith, gathered in Christ's love, 
we strive to support one another in hearing the Word, 

living the Word, and sharing the Word. 
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*Hymn         “Jesus, What a Friend to Sinners” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please join us for Coffee Hour following this morning’s service. 
 
Orders for this year’s Memorial Easter Plants may be placed at 
Coffee Hour this Sunday, or by contacting Karen Amato at (203) 
651-9769 by Wednesday, March 20th. 
 
Please join us for our Maundy Thursday service on Thursday, 
March 28th. Our Service of  Tenebrae will begin at 7:30pm. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 
Our 2024 Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 28th, 2024, 
following service. If  you are the head of  a committee, please send 
a typed copy of  your report to Aren by email by Thursday, March 
28th, along with a list of  your current members any positions that 
need to be filled so that we can include them in the nominations 
for the year. 
 
Please join us on Saturday, April 27th for our annual Spring Tag 
Sale, which will take place from 9am-2pm. As per usual, there will 
be a variety of  church craft and tag tables, so we hope to see you 
there! 
 
Copies of  the 2024 Directory are available in the Office. If  you 
would like a digital copy of  our Directory, please fill out the 
following Google Form (https://mccucc.tiny.us/directory) and we 
will send you a copy as soon as possible. If  you would like a 
physical copy, please contact the office and we will set a copy aside 
for you. 
 
 

https://mccucc.tiny.us/directory
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203-248-7408 
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    Pastor@mccucc.com  
Office Admin:   Mr. Aren Alberico 
    Office@mccucc.com  
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    lyndal.pedersen@gmail.com  
Faith Formation:   Mrs. Debbie Wooley 
    ce@mccucc.com  
Treasurer: Mrs. Ellen Amato  

treasurer@mccucc.com 
Facebook:    Mt. Carmel Congregational Church 
Instagram:    mountcarmelchurch1  
Website:    www.mccucc.com  
 

Officers: 
President:     Tom Duffy  

 thomascduffy67@gmail.com 
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 aanderson545@gmail.com  

mailto:Pastor@mccucc.com
mailto:Office@mccucc.com
mailto:lyndal.pedersen@gmail.com
mailto:ce@mccucc.com
mailto:treasurer@mccucc.com
http://www.mccucc.com/
mailto:thomascduffy67@gmail.com
mailto:bevjjur@comcast.net
mailto:aanderson545@gmail.com

