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Prelude                  “Rhosymedre”     
By John David Edwards, Arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 

Greeting and Announcements 
 

Passing of  the Peace of  Christ 
 

Call to Worship 
One:  The divisions in our world seem like too much to overcome, and 

we wonder forgiveness is powerful enough to change anything.  
All:  Yet we are a people held by God’s grace, called by Christ to 

forgive and repair the rifts between us. 
One:  We find ourselves too often tempted by easy answers and quick 

solutions, and hesitant to do the slow and difficult work of  
reconciliation. 

All:  Yet we are a people held by God’s grace, called by Christ to 
forgive and repair the rifts between us. 

One:  As we worship our God together, may we see Christ with fresh 
eyes and open hearts as one who meets us in the places where 
we want to give up, where we despair that life-giving change is 
even possible, greeting us with abundant grace to sustain us on 
this journey. 

All:   We worship our God together as a people held by God’s 
grace, called by Christ to forgive and repair the rifts 
between us. Amen. 

 

*Hymn                 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”          [Page 6] 
 

Unison Prayer  
Loving and merciful God, you know our hearts and you know our lives. 
We confess to you that which causes separation, that which causes pain, 
that which causes distress, and that which breaks down. We confess to 
you our part in those things. And in humility and hope, we ask for your 
help to do better, to reconcile, to heal, to soothe, to build up. So may we 
love you and neighbor, and follow our Christ, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
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Scripture Reading:         Matthew 18:21-35   Rick Terry 
 

Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, how many times can my brother do wrong to 

me and still have me forgive him? As many as seven times?” 
 

Jesus said, “Not just seven times, but rather as many as seventy-seven 

times. That’s the reason the community of  God can be compared to a king 

who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. When he began to settle 

accounts, they brought to him a servant who owed him ten thousand bags of  

gold. Because the servant didn’t have enough to pay it back, the master 

ordered that he should be sold, along with his wife and children and 

everything he had, and that the proceeds should be used as payment. But the 

servant fell to his knees and groveled, pleading, ‘Please, be patient with me, 

and I’ll pay you back.’ The master had compassion on that servant, released 

him, and forgave the loan. 
 

“When that servant went out, he found one of  his fellow servants who owed 

him one hundred coins. He grabbed him around the throat and said, ‘Pay me 

back what you owe me.’ 
 

“Then his fellow servant fell down and begged, ‘Be patient with me, and I’ll 

pay you back.’ But he refused. Instead, he threw him into prison until he paid 

back his debt. 
 

“When his fellow servants saw what happened, they were outraged, and they 

reported all that happened to their master. He called the first servant and said, 

‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 

me. Shouldn’t you also have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy 

on you?’ His master was furious and handed him over to the guard responsible 

for punishing prisoners, until he had paid the whole debt. 
 

“God will also do the same to you if  you don’t forgive your brother or sister 

from your heart.” 
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A Season of  Prayer for Our Church and the World 
Please remember the following in your prayers: Fred Tiedemann; Rhonda 
Pruzinsky; Cari Jansen; Carol Fitzsimmons; Randy States; Jean Vancamp; 
and the family and friends of  Evelyn Montano. 
 

A Prayer of  Remembrance  
 

God of  history and remembrance, we remember. We remember 
when the towers fell and the lives were lost; we remember the dust 
and the smoke, the despair, and the grief. We remember that sense 
of  vulnerability and shock. We remember the numbness that 
overwhelmed us as we waited for an explanation and 
understanding that never came. We remember. 
 

God of  hope and presence, we remember. We remember those 
who rushed to help, who guided the wounded down innumerable 
flights of  stairs, who risked their lives to save others. We 
remember the hours and the days of  binding wounds and healing 
hurts, giving comfort, drying tears. We remember words of  
support and compassion from nations far and wide. We remember. 
 

We remember in part because we see the ripples of  that tragic day 
continue to impact our world twenty-five years later. And together 
we wonder if  there will ever be an end . . . to violence, to war, to 
hatred, to death. We remember and we grieve our world’s inability 
to learn the things that lead to peace.  
 

As we remember, may we continue to honor the lives that were 
lost; may we continue give thanks for those who served and saved, 
who  rendered aid and assistance; may we continue to comfort to 
those who live with loss. 
 

 
(Continued on next page…) 
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As we carry our remembrances into the days to come, may we be 
those who build what has been torn down, those who mend what 
has been broken, those who offer love even when hate seems to 
reign, those who bear witness to the cause of  peace. 
 

These things we pray in the name of  the One who taught us to 
pray, 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy names. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 

Call to Offering 
 

Offertory       “I Will Sing of  Thy Mercies”   MCCC Choir 
By Felix Mendelssohn, Arr. Carlton Young 

 

*The Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God for all that Love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit—One. Amen. 
 

*Unison Prayer of  Dedication 
Gracious God, on this day, as we prepare to once again come to your 
table of  love to be fed, we know that we are able to love one another 
because you first loved us. As we offer our gifts to you, continue to 
foster our generosity and gratitude, we pray. Amen. 
 

Sermon 
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Hymn          “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
(Please remain seated for this hymn.) 

 
 

The Service of  Communion 
One:   May God be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
One:   Lift up your hearts. 
All:   We lift them up to God. 
One:   Let us offer our God our deepest gratitude.  
All:   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
One:  It is right and good to give you thanks and praise, O God, 

because from the beginning, you invited us on a journey with 
you, a journey of  wonders and miracles, a journey of  healing 
and joy, a journey of  mystery, a journey full of  life and love. 
In thanks and praise we join our voices with those who came 
before us, with those around us, and with those who will 
follow in our affirmation of  faith: 

All: You, O God, are supreme and holy. 
You create our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do. 
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All: You have always been with us. 
You are God. 
You, O God, are infinitely generous, 
good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 

   You have revealed and proved 
 your love for us in Jesus Christ, 

who lived and died and rose again. 
You are with us now. 
You are God. 
You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 
You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.  
You are our God. We worship you. 
 

The Sharing of  the Meal 
(At this time, Deacons will distribute the Elements. Please be advised that the outer ring 
of cups are filled with wine, while all remaining cups contain grape juice.)  

 
Unison Prayer of  Thanksgiving 
Thank you, merciful God, for gladness in this bread and cup, for love 
that cannot die, for peace the world cannot give, for joy in the 
company of  friends, for the splendors of  creation, and for the call of  
justice you have laid on our hearts. Give us the gifts of  this sacred 
meal—oneness of  heart, love for neighbors, forgiveness of  enemies, 
the will to serve you every day, and life that never ends. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 
 

Hymn               “As We Gather at Your Table”  NCH #332 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                    “Hyfrydol”     
By Rowland Prichard, Arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams 
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*Hymn                 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please join us after our service this morning for our very special 
Homecoming Sunday luncheon!  
 
The MCCC Choir is starting up again! No audition or prior 
experience is required, just a willingness to learn and sing. 
Rehearsals will take place on Sundays at 8:30 AM. Contact 
Matthew Brown (music@mccucc.com) for more information! 
 
Please join Shirts and Skirts for their annual Penny Auction, taking 
place on Tuesday, September 22 at 5:00pm! Admission is $3.00 per 
person, and we ask that that you RSVP by Sunday, September 20. 
For more information, please see our September Bell Tree! 
 
Our next special offering will be Neighbors in Need (NIN). This 
year, our offering will be held on World Communion Sunday, 
October 4, 2026. For more information, please see our Bell Tree! 
 
We hope you and your furry (or not-so-furry!) friends will join us 
for our Annual Blessing of  the Animals on Saturday, October 3, at 
10:00 AM on the green between the Church and Parish Hall. As 
always, we will be providing certificates of  blessing, so the sooner 
you contact the church office with your animal companion’s name, 
the better! We will also take donations of  dog food for our ongoing 
community partner, Where The Love Is, Inc.  
 
Mark your calendars! Our annual Fall Tag & Craft Sale is 
scheduled for Saturday, October 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Table rentals will once again be $20 per space, and registration will 
be opening soon. Watch for more details and information in the 
coming weeks! 

mailto:music@mccucc.com
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP: A LOOK AHEAD 
Please join us every Sunday at 10am for our worship service! 

 

September 20, 2026 
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture: Exodus 16:2-15 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16 

Sermon: Aren Alberico 
 

September 27, 2026 
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture: Exodus 17:1-7 

Psalm 78:1-4,12-16 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

 

October 4, 2026: Communion 
Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

Psalm 19 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46 

 

October 11, 2026 
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture: Exodus 32:1-14 

Psalm 106:1-6,19-23 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14 
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Mount Carmel Congregational Church 
3284 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518 

Website: www.mccucc.com 
Phone: (203) 248-7408 

 
  

 Staff  and Officers  
 Minister: Reverend Milton Brasher-Cunningham 

pastor@mccucc.com 

 Office Admin: Aren Alberico 
office@mccucc.com 

 Faith Formation: Debbie Wooley 
ce@mccucc.com 

 Treasurer: Ellen Amato 
treasurer@mccucc.com 

 Music Director: Matthew Brown 
music@mccucc.com 

 Church President: Eric Grantz 
egrantz73@gmail.com 

 Church Clerk: Sandee Martin 
sandeemart48@gmail.com  

 Board of  Trustees: Anna Anderson, Chair 
aanderson545@gmail.com 

 Board of  Deacons: Rick Terry, Chair 
rterry981@outlook.com   

   

As a community of  faith, gathered in Christ's love, 
we strive to support one another in hearing the Word, 

living the Word, and sharing the Word. 
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