The Mount Carmel
Congregational Church
A United Church of Christ

The 15th Sunday After Pentecost
September 18th, 2022

Prelude

“God, Whose Giving Knows no Ending”
Arr. Charles Callahan

Call to Worship
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

*Hymn

We gather every Sunday to worship God…
…by Faith!
We show up for each other in times of need, hospitalizations,
illness, and death…
… with faith!
We gather to reconnect with one another…
…in faith!
In good times and bad times,
we come together faithfully to worship God.
We gather with different joys and sorrows, different hopes and
fears, rivers and waters stirring deep within, and yet we are…
…united by a shared faith.
God, help us to be bridges of hope in times of trouble.
Let us open ourselves to your presence, O God, at work in
us, among us, and through us!

“Take My Life, That I May Be”

[See Below]
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Greeting
Leader:
People:

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

The Call to Confession
Unison Prayer of Confession
God who inspires a courage of faith, who hold us in the heart of mystery,
who allows our questions, and who accepts and loves us even in our times of
weariness—hear our prayer of forgiveness. Today, we hear your Word, help us
to be bridges of faithfulness to a down and out, weary, and increasingly small
world—help us to be bridge builders to your Realm of Peace and Hope.
Amen.

Silence is Observed
Assurance of Pardon
If we confess our sins, we recognize the pain we have caused, we come face to
face with the division and anger of our day, and we know that God is with us.
Jesus the Christ walks among us. The Holy Spirit enables us to wake again to a
new day and strive to make all things right, well, and good. God is with us and
has forgiven us. You are forgiven! I am forgiven. We are forgiven! Thanks be
to God.

*Hymn of Thanks
The Gloria Patri
NCH #759
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be -world without end. Amen.
A SERVICE OF THE WORD
The Collect for the Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost
God, you are always with us promising always to never leave us. When we are
weary, feeling small, when tears are in our eyes… God will dry them all! God
is on your side when times get rough. Here at Church, friends are found! Like
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a bridge over troubled water, we all take our part. If darkness comes and pain
is all around, like a bridge over troubled water, through these gifts and our
shared faith, hope for a new day is found. Again, O God, if darkness comes
and pain is all around, like a bridge over troubled water, through these gifts
and our shared faith in you, hope for a new day is found. Amen.

The First Lesson:

Jeremiah 8:18 - 9:1

Bev Jurkiewicz

Pew Bible Page 709 (Old Testament)

The Gospel:

Luke 16: 9-13

Bev Jurkiewicz

Pew Bible Page 79 (New Testament)

The Epistle:

Hebrews 11: 29-34
Pew Bible Page 226 (New Testament)

*Hymn

“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”

[See Below]
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Sermon

“Faith: Bridge Over Troubled Water”
Rev. Jake Miles Joseph

*Affirmation of Faith

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty,· from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

The Joys and Concerns of the Parish Family
Please remember the following persons in your prayers: Shirley Fleming; Peter
Copeland; Jim Wetmore; Anne and Elton Smith; Amos Hewitt; Rhonda
Pruzinsky; Gilbert Spencer; Ron Vanacore; and Kathy Willey. We offer prayers
to anyone in need, that they find comfort and security in the darkest of days.

Prayers for Christ’s Church and the World
L: May the Lord be with you.
P: And with your spirit.
L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Moments of Silent Prayer
Intercessory Prayers
A series of petitions, each of which ends with the phrase “Lord, in your mercy” with the
congregation responding “Lord, hear our prayer.”

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven: hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
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against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING
Offertory

“Bridge Over Troubled Water”
By Paul Simon

Tom Duffy
Alto Sax

*The Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow Praise him all creatures here below ;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn

“We Give Thee But Thine Own”

[See Below]

*Benediction
*Unison Response
Leader:
People:

“Amen”

NCH #812

Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s love. May the peace of the
Lord be also with you.
And also with you.
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Postlude
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
As a community of faith, gathered in Christ's love,
we strive to support one another in hearing the Word,
living the Word, and sharing the Word.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Per the Board of Deacons: During every Sunday in September, we
will be having either Lay Preachers or guest Ordained Ministers in
charge of our worship. We are asking that you support them as
much as possible by attending worship if you can. It truly makes a
difference if the church service has a good attendance.
Donations for the Food Bank are still needed if you are able to
contribute. Non-perishable items such as canned beef stew, hearty
soups, canned fish, peanut butter, mac and cheese packages, and
oatmeal would be greatly appreciated.
We are looking for Volunteers for Coffee Hour. If you are
interested, please contact Aren in the office, or use the sign-up
sheet now located near the main entrance to the Parish House.
Looking to get involved? There are several Committee Openings
for Deacons (2 openings), Faith Formation (3 openings), and
Music (3 openings)! If you would like to try out a committee
(attend a meeting with no obligations), please contact the office
and Aren will put you in touch with the committee chair!
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About Today’s Minister: Reverend Jake Miles Joseph
The Rev. Jake Miles Joseph received his BA in French from Grinnell
College in Iowa in 2011 and his Masters of Divinity and Graduate Certificate
in Human Rights from Emory University in Atlanta in 2014. After attending
Divinity School, as one of the proud out LGBTQ and UCC voices at Emory,
he served as the Associate Minister for Outreach and Mission/
Congregational Life for five years from 2014 to 2019 at Plymouth
Congregational UCC in Fort Collins, Colorado. While in Fort Collins, Jake
served as the Chair of the Housing Authority Board of Commissioners, on
the National Commissions Committee of NAHRO providing policy advocacy
on affordable housing at the national level, and on local and statewide boards
of Habitat for Humanity among other nonprofits. Jake most recently served
as the Associate Minister at First Church UCC of Guilford, Connecticut
helping them navigate technology and change through two years of the
pandemic. Since October 2021, Jake has taken on the new challenge of
combating antisemitism, extremism, hate, and bias on a daily basis as the new
Associate Director for the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) Connecticut
Region. He and his scientist husband, Gerhard, live in Milford, Connecticut.

September and October Worship: A Look Ahead
Please join every Sunday at 10am for service!

September 25th, 2022

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Sermon: Reverend Vance Taylor will be preaching.

October 2nd, 2022

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
Sermon: TBA

October 9th, 2022

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Sermon: TBA
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Where:
Mount Carmel Congregational Church
3284 Whitney Avenue, Hamden CT 06492

When:
Saturday, October 15th
9am-2pm

What:
Tag/Craft Tables!
Cabot Cheese!
NO BAKE (monetary donations only) bake sale!
& MORE!

Book Now:
Tables are $20 each and can be booked by calling
Vera at (203) 239-7135

Masks are optional for this event.
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September 18th, 2022

Mount Carmel Congregational Church
3284 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518
203-248-7408
Office Admin:
Music Director:
Faith Formation:
Treasurer:
Facebook:
Instagram:
Website:
Officers:
President:
Clerk:
Board of Deacons:
Board of Trustees:

Mr. Aren Alberico
office@mccucc.com
Mrs. Lynda Pedersen
lyndapedersen@att.net
Mrs. Debbie Wooley
ce@mccucc.com
Mrs. Ellen Amato
treasurer@mccucc.com
Mt. Carmel Congregational Church
mountcarmelchurch1
www.mccucc.com
Tom Duffy
thomascduffy67@gmail.com
Beverly Jurkiewicz
bevjjur@comcast.net
Bev Jurkiewicz, Chair
Anna Anderson, Chair
aanderson545@gmail.com

*Note: Although we are now mask-optional in worship, we ask that you refrain from
attending service if you are not feeling well and please wear a mask if you have been
exposed to COVID. We thank you for your consideration of others.
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