
The Mount Carmel  

Congregational Church 
A United Church of Christ 

 
 

 

 

A Service for the 

The 16th Sunday After Pentecost 

September 25th, 2022 

 
 

Worship Led by Reverend Vance Taylor 
Featuring Soloist Susan Yankee 



1 

 

Prelude      “There is a Balm” 
Arr. Gilbert Martin 

 

Responsive Call to Worship                                           
Leader:  Good morning, Church!  Sometimes we want to stay on familiar 

roads, but God may have other plans that lead us in new and 
unchartered directions. 

People:  Lord, please guide our feet! 
Leader:  Sometimes we want to remain with the people we know, with 

the situations that feel comfortable, but God may have other 
plans and opportunities that really stretch us!  

People:  Lord, please open our hearts! 
Leader:  Sometimes we want to keep doing what we have done before, 

serving in ways that make sense to us, but God may want us to 
experience something altogether different in furthering God’s 
mission.   

People:  Lord, please open our eyes and our hands! 
All:  Dear God, give us the grace, courage, wisdom, and 

boldness to follow you on unfamiliar paths, and to share 
your Good News and healing touch with those we meet 
along the way.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.   

 

*Hymn         “In Christ There is No East or West”      NCH #394 
 

Greeting 
Leader:  May the grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the 

fellowship of  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

The Call to Confession 
 

Unison Prayer of  Confession 
God of  our fathers and mothers, we thank you for your many gifts.  And 
today, we offer special thanks for the gift of  the Holy Bible. Too often, we 
forget that while we have ready access to Scripture, there are still many in this 
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world who long to have Bibles, but do not. Strengthen and provide for them, 
that they may come to know you through your written word and through 
those of  us ready to put “feet to our faith”.  Forgive us when we miss 
opportunities to tell your story in words and actions, and forgive us, too, when 
we don’t spend time absorbing and applying Scripture to our own daily living.  
Here us now, as we silently confess to you… 
 

Assurance of  God’s Grace 
 

*Hymn of  Thanks The Gloria Patri   NCH #759 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be -world without end. Amen.  
 

A SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

The Collect for the Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost  
Holy Spirit, you have been poured out on people of  different languages, races, 
backgrounds, and ethnicities.  Help me to be guided and gently nudged by you 
to joyfully interact with those who seem different from me, eager to share the 
Good News of  Jesus with everyone and anyone!  Please grant me both 
sensitivity and boldness when I am given opportunities to reach across lines 
of  culture and belief.  And open my eyes to my own hidden prejudices, 
reminding me that all people are equally made in the image and likeness of  
God.  May it be so, Amen! 
 

The First Lesson:    Jeremiah 8: 18-22      Eric Grantz 
Pew Bible Page 709 (Old Testament) 

 

The Gospel:             Luke 4: 14-21      Eric Grantz 
Pew Bible Page 61 (New Testament) 

 

The Third Lesson:       Acts 8: 26-40 
Pew Bible Page 127 (New Testament) 

 

*Hymn        “God, Speak to Me, That I May Speak”      NCH #531 
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Sermon          “Near, Far, Preach Wherever You Are!” 
A Dialogue Sermon with Rick Terry & Vance Taylor 

 

*Affirmation of  Faith  Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, And in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of  God the Father 
almighty,· from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of  saints, the 
forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection of  the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Joys and Concerns of  the Parish Family 
Please remember the following persons in your prayers: Shirley Fleming; Peter 
Copeland; Jim Wetmore; Anne and Elton Smith; Amos Hewitt; Rhonda 
Pruzinsky; Gilbert Spencer; Ron Vanacore; and Kathy Willey.  
 

Prayers for Christ’s Church and the World 
 L: May the Lord be with you.  
 P: And with your spirit.  
 L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
 

Moments of  Silent Prayer  
 

Intercessory Prayers: A series of  petitions, each of  which ends with the phrase 

“Lord, in your mercy” with the congregation responding “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in Heaven: hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

CALL TO OFFERING 
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Offertory      “There is a Balm” 
Performed by Soloist Susan Yankee 

 

*The Doxology       
Praise God from whom all blessings flow - 

Praise him all creatures here below ; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   Amen. 
 

*Prayer of  Dedication 
 

*Hymn           “God of  Grace and God of  Glory”          [See Below] 
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*Commissioning and Benediction 
 

*Unison Response   “Amen”   NCH #812 
Leader:  Let us greet one another with a sign of  Christ’s love. May the peace of  

the Lord be also with you. 
People:   And also with you.  

 
Postlude        “In Christ There is No East or West” 

Arr. Gilbert Martin 
 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 

As a community of  faith, gathered in Christ's love, 
we strive to support one another in hearing the Word, 

living the Word, and sharing the Word. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Special thanks go out to Rick Terry for partnering with Vance 
Taylor for our Dialogue Sermon this morning. 
 
Please join us for Coffee Hour, directly following today’s service! 
 
Per the Board of  Deacons: During every Sunday in October, we 
will be having either Lay Preachers or guest Ordained Ministers in 
charge of  our worship. We are asking that you support them as 
much as possible by attending worship if  you can. It truly makes a 
difference if  the church service has a good attendance. 
 
Please join us for our Fall Tag Sale on Saturday, October 15th from 
9am-2pm in the Parish Hall. If  you would like to book a table, 
please do so by contacting Vera at (203) 239-7135.  
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About Today’s Minister: Reverend Vance Taylor 
Today we welcome the Rev. Vance Taylor, who previously served both 

the Branford and North Branford Congregational churches.  Originally from 
Plymouth, CT, and life-long member of  UCC churches, Vance and his wife 
Bethany live in Madison, and are enjoying fun-filled days with their two 
granddaughters Addison & Ellie, who recently relocated with their parents 
from Maryland.  In addition to being a pastor, Vance is a commercial real 
estate agent, and a consultant focusing in the areas of  municipal economic 
development and affordable housing development. 

 

About Today’s Soloist: Susan Yankee 
Our soloist for today, Susan Yankee, has performed Soprano and 

Mezzo-soprano repertoire across the country, including two solo appearances 
at Carnegie Hall. Ms. Yankee went on to perform with Tulsa Opera, New 
York City Opera National Company, Opera Theater St. Louis, Opera 
Memphis, Sarasota Opera, Shreveport Opera, Virginia Opera and Harrisburg 
Opera. On the concert stage she has performed with The Little Orchestra 
Society of  New York, Bethlehem Bach Festival, New Haven Symphony, 
Memphis Symphony, Norwalk Symphony Orchestra, Connecticut Chamber 
Choir, Orchestra New England, Lake Charles Symphony, Shreveport 
Symphony, and the Mozart in Mass Series at Alice Tully Hall, Lincoln Center. 
She has been honored to perform alongside some of  the top opera singers in 
the world, among them Rosalind Elias, Stephanie Blythe and Mignon Dunn. 
Ms. Yankee has been on the voice faculty of  Centenary College, University of  
Tampa, East Texas Baptist University, Florida Gulf  Coast University and Patel 
Conservatory, as well as several prestigious vocal programs, including the 
Sherrill Milnes V.O.I.C.Experience at Walt Disney World, Opera Tampa, 
Intermezzo Foundation for Voice and Seagle Music Colony. In addition, she is 
the past Artistic Director of  the Shreveport Opera Xpress Young Artist 
program. Ms. Yankee is a graduate of  the Hartt School of  Music and the Yale 
School of  Music. She is an Associate Fellow of  Trumbull College, Yale 
University and Chair of  the CT State Advisory Council for Special Education. 
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September 25th, 2022 

 
Mount Carmel Congregational Church 
3284 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518 

203-248-7408 
 
Office Admin:   Mr. Aren Alberico 
    office@mccucc.com  
Music Director:  Mrs. Lynda Pedersen 
    lyndapedersen@att.net   
Faith Formation:   Mrs. Debbie Wooley 
    ce@mccucc.com  
Treasurer: Mrs. Ellen Amato  

treasurer@mccucc.com 
Facebook:    Mt. Carmel Congregational Church 
Instagram:    mountcarmelchurch1  
Website:    www.mccucc.com  
 
Officers: 
President:     Tom Duffy  

 thomascduffy67@gmail.com 
Clerk:     Beverly Jurkiewicz 

 bevjjur@comcast.net  
Board of  Deacons:   Bev Jurkiewicz, Chair  
Board of  Trustees: Anna Anderson, Chair 
 aanderson545@gmail.com  
 
 
 
*Note: Although we are now mask-optional in worship, we ask that you refrain from 
attending service if  you are not feeling well and please wear a mask if  you have been 

exposed to COVID. We thank you for your consideration of  others. 
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