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A Newsletter for the Month of 

DECEMBER 2021 
 

The Mount Carmel Congregational Church 
(A United Church of Christ) 

3285 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk… 
 

Dear Friends and Members, 
 

The following is a poem I wrote several years ago when I was having a difficult time with the 
holidays. This is for anyone who is grieving this holiday season or find the holidays difficult.   
 

The Island of Grief 
 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

In this Christmas season, especially one with so many ups and downs, it is important to stop 
for a moment to take stock of our blessings. For starters, we have such an amazing and devoted 
staff, who have not only kept things running but have also helped us to grow and develop over the 
past year. We have been blessed with an outstanding and involved Boy Scout Troop who have 
volunteered their time to help us out with Church clean-up, our Rally Day Picnic, our Tag and 
Craft Sale, and so much more. And on the topic of our Tag and Craft Sale, our craft ladies have 
managed to put on a successful event despite the restrictions set by the pandemic. Our Search 
Committee has made some major progress in finding a permanent pastor, and our Outreach 
programs have helped so many in our community. I pray that you remember all of these blessings 
that God has given us this year, and that you also remember to pay it forward in all that you do, as 
we are all instruments of God’s love and positivity.  
 

Have a Blessed Christmas,  
Rev. Olivia Robinson 

Some of us will journey to the 
Island of Grief for the holidays this year. 
A land of tears and regret. 
A lonely place; yet not alone. 
Some will fight their demons. 
Others fight back tears.  
Bathing in the salt water of memories. 
All will respect the inner silence, 
of feeling separate yet surrounded 
by the Divine Waves of Love. 

The ebb and flow of heartache. 
High tide allows joy to seep in. 
Low tide; an empty numbness. 
I will walk the beach looking 
for fragments of my loss. 
Empty shells where life once 
thrived. 
But even this beauty 
will return to the sands of time. 

The Island of Grief is hard to 
leave but after a while we 
will go back to the mainland of 
our lives stronger and weaker 
for our stay.  
 
It’s a long way back;  
Help me God. 



2 | P a g e  
 
 
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Happy Birthday Wishes Go to the Following: 

           Beverly Jurkiewicz    December 6th 
    Nathaniel Kroon     December 10th 

                 Rachel Kroon     December 10th 
              Helen Spencer     December 12th 
              Nancy Olson     December 12th 
              Bill Copeland     December 16th 
              Carillon Copeland    December 16th 

 
If you would like to add your name to our birthday list, please contact our office.  

We will celebrate December birthdays on the last Sunday before Christmas, December 19th, 
following our Christmas Pageant. Feel free to stop by and celebrate with us! 

 

DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
For the month of December, we will continue worship in the Sanctuary. Please join us at 10am for 

service! Taizé Services will also be held on Wednesday Evenings during Advent Season. If you 
would like to learn more about Taizé, please visit our website under the About Us section! 

 

December 5th, 2021           
Second Sunday of Advent (Candle of Peace) 
Holy Communion              
Scriptures: Luke 1:68-79 

 Philippians 1:3-11 
  Luke 3:1-6 
Sermon:       “Symptoms of Inner Peace”  
 

Taizé Services 
Taizé will be held the following Wednesday evenings at 

7pm in the Sanctuary: 
                           December 1st 

                           December 8th 
                           December 15th  
                           December 22nd   

December 12th, 2021           
Third Sunday of Advent (Candle of Joy) 
Scriptures: Isaiah 12:2-6 
  Luke 1:39-55 
Sermon:       “Mary’s Song of Joy” 
 

December 24th, 2021           
Christmas Eve 
Scriptures: TBD 
 

*Our Worship Service for Christmas Eve 
will be held at 4:30pm.* 

 

December 19th, 2021           
Fourth Sunday of Advent (Candle of Love) 
Christmas Pageant 
Scriptures: John 1:1-4, 5, 9-14, 18 
  Luke 1:26-38 
 

December 26th, 2021           
First Sunday After Christmas 
Scriptures: 1 Samuel 2:18-20,26 
  Colossians 3:12-17 
  Luke 2:41-52 
Sermon:      Rick Terry will be preaching. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
Following is the financial report for October 2021. The November financial report will be 

processed soon. If you have any questions, Ellen can be reached at treasurer@mccucc.com.  
 

October 2021 
 
Income:   Pledges and Offerings:        $11,592.00 

Other Income:          $4,055.00 
Investment Income:     $10,200.00 
Total Income:       $25,847.00 

 

Expenses:  Total Expenses:               $21,718.00 
 
Net Income:  Gain              $4,129.00 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Annual Budget Meeting 

The annual budget meeting of the Mount Carmel  Congregational Church will be held on 
December 12th following the regular church service. A Draft Budget is on PAGE 7.  

-Beverly Jurkiewicz 
 Church Clerk 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Volunteers Needed – Snow Clearing 

Winter weather will be here before you know it and we need to gather together a snow-
clearing crew.  Anyone who feels able and willing to help clear snow around the church property as 
needed, please call or email Diane Scott at (203) 248-3998 or at dianescott@iname.com.  Thank 
you for your support.  We can do it if we are a team! 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Volunteers Needed – Church and Hall Cleaning 

We are looking for more volunteers to help with cleaning the church and parish hall.  No 
experience necessary.  Please contact Noelle Ioime for more information or if you or any one you 
know is interested in helping.   

Cell: (203) 605-7171 
Email: noelle_i@hotmail.com  

___________________________________________________________________ 
Search Committee - Update 

The Search Committee is excited to announce that our Church Ministerial Employment 
Opportunity is now posted on the UCC Ministry Opportunities website and we are ready to start 
receiving applications from qualified candidates.  Our posting can be seen here MT Carmel 
Ministerial Employment Opportunity.  Please feel free to contact any member of the committee 
with any questions. 

Thank You, 
          -Eric Grantz 

mailto:treasurer@mccucc.com
mailto:dianescott@iname.com
mailto:noelle_i@hotmail.com
https://oppsearch.ucc.org/web/searchresult.aspx?q=locstate&v=CT
https://oppsearch.ucc.org/web/searchresult.aspx?q=locstate&v=CT
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Outreach 
Thanksgiving Food Drive 

Our food drive was very successful again this year.  We were able to fill 30 bags of food and 
we delivered 12 to the VNA and 18 to the Keefe Center.  Thanks to all who contributed with food 
and monetary donations, and to the drivers and people who helped load the cars. 
Hamden Kids Holiday Toy Drive 

Once again, the Keefe Center is collaborating with several Hamden Community Services to 
provide toys to over 500 children during the holiday.  You may drop off your unwrapped toys at 
Hamden Middle School on the following dates: all Saturdays, Dec 4, Dec 11, and Dec 18 from 
10am -2pm.  If you wish, place them on the stage and the Outreach Committee will deliver them.  
See the enclosed flyer for a list of suggestions. 
VNA Gifts 

We will be donating wrapped gifts to the VNA again this year.  The list is in the parish hall 
attached to the Outreach Bulletin board.  It is very similar to what we donated for the Senior Gift 
Run.  There are corresponding numbered tags on the bulletin board.  After you sign up, please take 
the numbered tag which is labeled with the item on the back.  Bring in your unwrapped gift and tag 
by Dec 19.  You may leave them on the stage.  Outreach helpers will wrap them and deliver on 
Monday, December 20.  Thank you. 
Christmas Fund 

Our next church-wide mission project is The Christmas Fund.  The monies collected here 
help “provide pension and health premium supplementation to low-income retired church workers, 
emergency assistance to clergy families in need, and Christmas checks to hundreds of annuitants, as 
administered by the Pension Boards.”  There will be a few envelopes in the narthex & parish hall.  
Please make your check out to Mt Carmel and put “Christmas Fund” in the memo.   Donations are 
due by Sunday, December 19.   

Thank you,  
 -Debbie Wooley 

___________________________________________________________________ 
CE/Faith Formation News - Kids 

We will have our Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 19th during our worship service.  
Please come to show your support for our wonderful kids, parents, and a few other adults who are 
filling certain roles.  It should be fun and there will be lots of familiar Christmas carols to sing.  
There will be just a couple of rehearsals as there are no speaking parts except for the narrator and 
reader.  Also, that day we will have a special “Sugar Rush Coffee Hour!” We will be serving 
Christmas cookies along with the birthday cake for the December birthdays! 

We will be starting Unit 3 of our curriculum which runs from Nov 28 – Jan 2, 2022.  The 
theme for this unit is “Birthing a Blessing.”  It begins with Advent and our new Christian church 
year and continues into the season of Epiphany.  During Advent we are waiting and anticipating 
Jesus’ birth, on Christmas we celebrate his birth, and Epiphany is the time of spreading the 
teachings Jesus brought into the world.  Look for the At Home Leaflets and bookmarks on the 
bulletin board. 
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As always, unit flyers and bookmarks are available to take home.  In addition to those, there 
is a flyer describing the church year.  So, in case you’ve wondered why we change colors or how 
long each season lasts, now you can find out!  Flyers are on the bulletin board or in the narthex.  
Please help yourself. 

-Debbie Wooley 
___________________________________________________________________ 

WE THE PEOPLE: 
The deadline for story submissions is December 31st, 2021. 

Please submit your stories to bfayechurch@aol.com or mail to 
13 Church St, Apt. 3R 
Wallingford, CT 06492 

 
           - Patiently Waiting,  
             Bev Churchill 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
GENERAL ANNOUCEMENTS 

 
Joys and Concerns. If you wish to have a joy or concern announced during worship, please 
forward to them to Aren at mountcarmelchurch1@gmail.com or call the church office at (203) 
248-7408.  
 
Pastoral Visits. If you are planning on having a procedure done at one of the local hospitals, 
please let Reverend Olivia know so that she can plan a pastoral visit - (203) 248-7408. Hospitals no 
longer call local churches with information about their patients. The church depends on others 
letting us know, and we thank you in advance for your assistance. 
 
Bible Study. Starting back up in January, Bible Study will be held on Wednesday nights at 7pm 
over Zoom. Hosted by Reverend Olivia Robinson, our Bible Study seeks to help our members 
develop a greater understanding and appreciation of scripture through thoughtful examination and 
discussion. If you would like to learn more about the lessons found in the Bible, reflect on what 
those lessons mean to you and your life, or just find a place to talk about those lessons with other 
people, then this group may just be the best fit for you. If you would like to sign up for Bible Study, 
please send us an email or sign up using the contact form on our website.  
 
Committee Openings. These committees need volunteer members to meet their minimum 
requirements as specified by the bylaws: Deacons-2 more; Trustees-1 more; Music Committee-3 
more. If you would like to try out a committee (attend a meeting with no obligations), please 
contact the committee chair(s): Leon Fiftal-Music; Bev Jurkiewicz-Deacons; Val Duffy and Diane 
Scott-Trustees. 
 

mailto:bfayechurch@aol.com
mailto:mountcarmelchurch1@gmail.com
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Coffee Hour. Volunteers for Sunday Coffee Hour are needed for the remainder of December. If 
you would like to sign up for a Sunday, please contact a member of Church staff or use the signup 
sheet located in the Church Hall. Signup sheets for January and February will be posted at the end 
of the month, but if you would like to sign up early, please contact a member of Church staff.  
 
Altar Flowers. Altar flowers are needed for the remainder of December. If you would like to sign 
up for a Sunday, please contact Karen Amato or use the signup sheet located in the Church Hall. 
Signup sheets for January and February will be posted at the end of the month, but if you would 
like to sign up early, please contact Karen Amato or a member of Church staff.  
 
Parish Hall Rentals. If you or anyone you know would be interested in renting out our parish hall 
to host a meeting, service, or a small private event, please feel free to visit our website for 
scheduling, rates, and conditions.  
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Mount Carmel Congregational Church 
3284 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518 
Church Website: www.mccucc.weebly.com 

203-248-7408 
 

Pastor:     The Rev. Olivia Robinson 
Music Director:  Mrs. Lynda Pedersen 
Office Admin:   Mr. Aren Alberico 
Faith Formation:   Mrs. Debbie Wooley 
Treasurer:   Mrs. Ellen Amato treasurer@mccucc.com 
Facebook:    Mt. Carmel Congregational Church  
Church Email:   mountcarmelchurch1@gmail.com 
Officers: 
President:    Tom Duffy thomascduffy67@gmail.com 
Clerk:     Beverly Jurkiewicz 
Board of Deacons:   Bev Jurkiewicz, Chair  
Board of Trustees:  Val Duffy, Co-Chair: Valerieduffy1234@gmail.com  

Diane Scott, Co-Chair: DianeScott@iname.com  

 

 

 

http://www.mccucc.weebly.com/
mailto:treasurer@mccucc.com
mailto:mountcarmelchurch1@gmail.com
mailto:thomascduffy67@gmail.com
mailto:Valerieduffy1234@gmail.com
mailto:DianeScott@iname.com
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2021 Draft Budget of the Mount 

Carmel Congregational Church 
 
The Board of Trustees (BOT) respectfully submits this balanced budget draft for 

review by the MCCC members. The BOT passed this budget unanimously at its 11/16/21 
meeting. This budget reflects significant work to implement year 3 of the congregation-
voted austerity budget with important input from Treasurer Ellen Amato, Interim Minister 
Olivia Robinson, and coordination with MCCC President (Tom Duffy), and Church 
Committee. Based on our records, we used historical patterns of budget incomes and costs 
to generate the final draft. The draft budget is our best estimate of expected income and 
costs in transition to part-time and then interim part-time minister with the following 
considerations: 
 
Income: 

Pledges—Total pledges received on 11/29/21 were $69,824. Income in the Pledge 
category (Jan-November 29, 2019) is $ 91,639. (Total donations are over $107,000 if 
counting donations from those who do not usually pledge.) Thus, budgeting $96,000 
for pledges for 2022 is reasonable. 

 
Loose Offerings—Income in Loose Offering category (Jan-November, 2021) - $792 

 
Hall Rental—Income in Hall Rental category (Jan-November 30, 2021) - $15,840. 

 
Benjamin Edwards—This account has shown significant gains with the addition of 
money from the sale of the parsonage earlier this year. The accounts totaled $662,447 
at the end of October 2021. The 2022 budget includes income from these accounts, 
without touching the principal, while reinvesting some of the income to promote 
modest account growth.  

 
Miscellaneous Income—We continue to benefit from renting the sexton’s house, 
parking lot to area business and organizations (Mikro), and miscellaneous hall rental. 

 
Expense: 

Pastoral Care of Church—This compensation is budgeted on Rev. Robinson as part-
time, interim minister. 

 
Equipment and Service—Tom Veno did not charge us for Maintenance/Lease of the 
Copier for FY 2021, which continues a trend over the last years. We budgeted on this 
generosity again for 2022. 
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Staff Salaries and Programs—These salaries and programs reflect the austerity 
budget. Our new office administrator, Mr. Aren Alberico, is budgeted for 39 
hours/month. 

 
Building and Grounds— 

– A ~5% increase was projected for the utilities.  

– Plowing has decreased significantly due to the generosity of Bill Copeland, 
who has offered to volunteer to plow the lot. However, a volunteer work crew 
is required to snow blow, shovel, and sand/de-ice. The budget includes 
supplies for snow removal, de-icing, and mowing in the summer.  

– The housekeeping budget has decreased significantly with a volunteer crew, 
especially Nancy Poland and Noelle and Jordan Ioime, who dutifully clean the 
church. Budget includes cleaning and maintenance supplies.  

– Budget increase is planned for church repairs, including fixing the water in the 
church basement, repairs for the garage, a fire alarm system, and regular 
maintenance. 

– Insurance rates have increased. We are working to examine ways we could 
decrease the insurance costs (e.g., fire alarm system). 

 
Payroll Expenses—Budgeted amount is decreased to reflect the decrease in staff and 
full austerity budget implementation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*DRAFT BUDGET WILL CONTINUE ON PAGE 9 and 10* 
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