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Prelude “In the Bleak Midwintet”
Aprr. Harold Darke
Leon Fiftal, Organ; Diane Scott, Violin

Greeting and Announcements

Passing of the Peace of Christ

Call to Worship

One: When we imagine that Christ is born again in our time and in
our midst, we are grateful:

All: Grateful for the presence of hope; grateful for the gift of
life.

One: When we contemplate God’s presence in our lives, we are
humbled:

All: Humbled by the gift of grace; humbled by the invitation
to begin again.

One: When we participate in God’s presence in this community, we
are glad:

All: Glad to be together; glad to be telling the story of God’s

grace and love.
*Hymn “Angels from the Realms of Glory” NCH #126

Unison Prayer

Gracious God, we would like to be among those who dropped all that
they were doing and traveled to worship the coming of God's love into
this world. We would Iike to be those who cared for God in infant
vulnerability, who cuddled and comforted the growing child, that he
might know love and belonging. We would like to be like the magi who
trusted the call of Iove so much that they were willing to travel without
a map. And we are those who find it hard at times to see beyond our
fear and need for safety. Continue to call us, O God, to follow stars and

to search for love so that we might grow into the people we would Ilike
to be. Amen.
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Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 Keith Amato

As they listened to this, Jesus told them another parable because he was
near Jerusalem and they thought God’s economy was about to happen right
then and there, so said, “A certain man who was born into royalty went to a
distant land to claim a kingship for himself and then return.

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule
of King Herod, magi came from the east to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where
is the newborn king of the Jews? We’ve seen his star in the east, and we’ve
come to honor him.”

When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in Jerusalem
was troubled with him. He gathered all the chief priests and the legal
experts and asked them where the Christ was to be born. They said, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote:

You, Bethlehem, land of Judah, by no means are you least among the rulers of Judab,
because from you will come one who governs, who will shepherd my people Israel.”

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them the time
when the star had first appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search carefully for the child. When you’ve found him, report to me so
that I too may go and honor him.” When they heard the king, they went;
and look, the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it
stood over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were
filled with joy. They entered the house and saw the child with Mary his
mother. Falling to their knees, they honored him. Then they opened their
treasure chests and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. Because they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
went back to their own country by another route.

Sermon
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Hymn “As with Gladness Those of Old” NCH #159

The Joys and Concerns of the Parish Family
Please remember the following persons in your prayers: Fred Tiedemann;
Rhonda Pruzinsky; Cari Jansen; Carol Fitzsimmons; and Jean Vancamp.

Moments of Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy names. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.

Call to Offering
Offertory “The First Nowell” Leon Fiftal

*Doxology

Praise God for gifts of peace and hope;
Praise God for gifts of joy and love;
Praise God for sending Christ to dwell
Praise God with Us—Emmanuel. Amen.

*Unison Prayer of Dedication

Gracious God, we offer these gifts with hearts transformed by the
miracle of your son’s birth. As the shepherds returned with joy and
praise, may these offerings spread your joy and love. Use them to
bless those in need, to bring hope and peace, and to further your
reach of your love here on earth. Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.
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*Hymn “Go Tell It on the Mountain™ NCH #154
Benediction

Postlude “Angels We Have Heard on High” I.eon Fiftal

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In the event of snow, please watch your email for updates. A decision
regarding cancellation will be made by 8:00am on Sunday morning.

In observance of the Christmas holiday, the office will be closed until
Monday, January 5. Regular office hours will resume on Tuesday,
January 6. For urgent requests, you may still contact our office by
email at office@mccucc.com or our pastor at pastor(@mccucc.com.

We have begun working on our 2026 Directory! Please take some
time to review this past year’s directory and report any corrections
that need to be made to the office.

We are always looking for new pictures for the Church website! If
you happen to attend a Church event, please feel free to snap a few
pictures and send them to us by email at office@mccucc.com.

We are always looking for Ushering and Coffee Hour Volunteers. If
you are interested, please contact Aren in the office, or use the sign-
up sheet now located near the main entrance to the Parish House.

As a reminder, Prayer Shawls are always available to those who need
them. If you or anyone you know needs one, please contact the office
and we will arrange a shawl for you.
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JANUARY WORSHIP: A LOOK AHEAD

Please join us every Sunday at 10am for our worship services!

January 4™, 2025: Communion
Second Sunday After Christmas
Scripture: Jeremiah 31:7-14

Psalm 147:12-20

Ephesians 1:3-14

John 1:(1-9), 10-18

January 11", 2025: Baptism of Jesus
First Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-9

Psalm 29

Acts 10:34-43

Matthew 3:13-17

January 18", 2025

Second Sunday after Epiphany

Scripture: Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

January 25", 2025
Third Sunday After Epiphany
Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm 27:1,4-9
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP: A LOOK AHEAD

Please join us every Sunday at 10am for our worship services!

February 1%, 2025: Communion
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany
Scripture: Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

February 8", 2025

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany

Scripture: Isaiah 58:1-9a, (9b-12)
Psalm 112:1-9, (10)
1 Corinthians 2:1-12, (13-10)
Matthew 5:13-20

February 15 2025
Transfiguration
Scripture: Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm 2
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9
Sermon:  Aren Alberico

February 22", 2025: Soup Luncheon

First Sunday of Lent
Scripture:  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7
Psalm 32

Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11
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December 28", 2025

Mount Carmel Congregational Church
3284 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518
Website: www.mccucc.com

Phone: (203) 248-7408

Staff and Officers

Minister: Reverend Milton Brasher-Cunningham
pastor(@mccucc.com

Office Admin: Mzt. Aren Alberico
office@mccucc.com

Music Director: Mrs. Lynda Pedersen
lyndal.pedersen(@gmail.com

Faith Formation: Mrs. Debbie Wooley
ce(@mccucc.com

Treasurer: Mzts. Ellen Amato
treasurer(@mccucc.com

Church President: Eric Grantz
egrantz73@gmail.com

Church Clerk: Sandee Martin
sandeemart48@gmail.com

Board of Trustees: Anna Anderson, Chair
aanderson545@gmail.com

Board of Deacons: Rick Terry, Co-Chair

rterrv981(@outlook.com
Nancy Olson, Co-Chair
njolson56(@gmail.com

As a community of faith, gathered in Christ's love,
we strive to support one another in hearing the Word,
living the Word, and sharing the Word.
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