The Mount Carmel

Congregational Church
A United Church of Christ

Second Sunday of Advent
December 7th, 2025



Prelude “PUER NOBIS NASCUR”
Arr. Wilbur Held

Greeting and Announcements
Passing of the Peace of Christ

Lighting of the Advent Candle: Hope
(Lighting the Second Advent Candle are Anna Anderson and Bill Copeland.)

One: In the days when Jesus began his ministry, John the Baptist
announced a word of hope:

All: The One who is more powerful than I is coming after
me!

One: On this second Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a
sign of hope.

All: Let us bring hope into our world today.

(At this time, the Second Candle will be /it.)
*Hymn “O How Shall I Receive You” NCH #102

*Unison Prayer

Loving God, our hearts are breaking, and we don’t know whether to
shout in rage or keep silent in fear. We have a hard time figuring out
what it means to hope. Help us. Mend our hearts. Hear our voices.
Comfort us in our grief and open our hands and our hearts to your
presence in these days. Come to us again, we pray and make us
ready to receive you. Amen.

Scripture Reading: Matthew 3:1-12 Heidi Grantz

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the desert of Judea and
declared, “Change your hearts and lives! Here comes the reign of God
He was the one spoken of through Isaiah the prophet who said:
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“The voice of one shouting in the wilderness, “Prepare the way for the
Lord; make his paths straight.”

John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist. He ate locusts and wild honey. People from Jerusalem, throughout
Judea, and all around the Jordan River came to him. As they confessed their
sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River.

When he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was
baptizing, he said to them, “You children of snakes! Who warned you to
escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon? Produce fruit that
shows you have changed your hearts and lives. And don’t even think about
saying to yourselves, Abraham is our father. I tell you that God is able to
raise up Abraham’s children from these stones. The ax is already at the root
of the trees. Therefore, every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be
chopped down and tossed into the fire. I baptize with water so that you can
change your hearts and lives. The one who is coming after me is stronger
than I am. I’'m not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and with fire. The shovel he uses to sift the wheat from the
husks is in his hands. He will clean out his threshing area and bring the
wheat into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire that can’t be put

2

out.
Sermon

Hymn “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  [Page 3]
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On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ty life from sin; make  straight the
3 We hail you  as our Sav - 1or, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretch forth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
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that the Lord is  nigh; a - wake and heark - en,
way for God with - in, and let us all our
and our  great re - ward; with - out your grace we
rise to fall no more; oh, let your face up -
has our free - dom won, whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the  King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way  like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with love di - vine.
we a-dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.

A Season of Prayer for Our Church and the World

Please remember the following persons in your prayers: Fred Tiedemann;

Rhonda Pruzinsky; Cari Jansen; and Carol Fitzsimmons.

Moments of Silent Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

Please rise in body and/or spirit for sections labeled with an asterisk (*).

3



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy names. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.

Call to Offering

Offertory “CAROL OF HOPE”
Arr. David Lasky

*Doxology

Praise God for gifts of peace and hope;
Praise God for gifts of joy and love;
Praise God for sending Christ to dwell
Praise God with Us—Emmanuel. Amen.

*Unison Prayer of Dedication

Loving God, this Advent season we wait in hope, and we give in
hope; hope for the fulness of your love to embrace us; hope because
of your presence with us even now. Receive our gifts and use them
for your work of healing and hope in our world. Amen.

*Hymn “Each Winter as the Year Grows Older” [Page 5]

Benediction

Postlude “PUER NOBIS NASCITUR” Bell Choir
Arr. Jobn Bebnfke
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*Hymn
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“Each Winter as the Year Grows Older”
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1 Each win-ter as the year grows old - er, we each grow old - er,
2 When race and class cry out for trea-son, when si - rens call for
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pain, bright - en to - day’s world by to - mor - row’s, re
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ver - 1 - tiess we knew seem shak-en and un - true.
scream till we  ig - nore all we held dear be - fore.
we can catch our breath and turn trans - fixed by  faith.
kin - dle on the earth and  bring God’s love to  birth.
new our lives a - gain; Lord Je - sus, come and reign!
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please join us after worship this morning for our Annual Budget
Meeting, followed by our Annual Christmas Brunch.

As a reminder, there will be a small caroling group going out next
Sunday, December 14th, following our regularly scheduled coffee
hour. If you are interested, please contact Lynda Pedersen.

Our Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols service will take place on
December 24t at 4pm.

Please rise in body and/or spirit for sections labeled with an asterisk (*).
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ADVENT WORSHIP: A LOOK AHEAD

Please join every Sunday at 10am for service!

December 14, 2025

Third Sunday of Advent

Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:1-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

December 21%, 2025

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Scripture: Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 11:18-25

December 24", 2025: Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve; Service Begins at 4pm
Scripture: Isaiah 9:6-7

Luke 1:26-38

Luke 1:39-58

Luke 2:1-7

Luke 2:8-20

December 28", 2025

First Sunday After Christmas

Scripture: Isaiah 63:7-9
Psalm 148
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23
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Fleasejoin us for

Advent | aizé

A service of
silence and song bg cancﬂe]ight.

Wednesday Night at /pm
December i 7t

Please rise in body and/or spirit for sections labeled with an asterisk (*).
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The Altar Guild

orders for Memovrial Poinsettia Plants, 2025

When: Coffee Hours, Sundays December 7%, and December 14%.

or call Karen Amato (651-9769) by Monday, December 15*.

Choice of: Red, White, or Marbled
Cost: $8.00 each

Plants may be taken after worship on Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December
24",

Please fill out the form below and return to Karen Amato or the church
office.

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

Ordered By Phone

In Memory of:

Or, (other dedication)

Total number Red White Marbled

Total Cost
Check one: Will take after worship
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Boy Scout Troop #600

Annual Christmas
Tree Sale

Starting Friday, November 28th

UNTIL SUPPLY RUNS OUT
Sunday: 9am-9pm
Monday: NO SALE
Tuesday: 5pm-9pm
Wednesday: 5pm-9pm
Thursday: 5pm-9pm
Friday: S5pm-9pm
Saturday: 9am-9pm

Mount Carmel Congregational Church
3284 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518
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SNE™™A ..WHEN THEY SAW THE STAR,

(]
THEY WERE FILLED WITH JOY...”
MATTHEW 2:10

Be the Light

More Than Giving

From the many letters and stories the Pension Boards has received from those
touched by gifts from The Christmas Fund, we share these words:

I want to have the sense that | am choosing to give
because | am looking to see God's love in the gift and
rejoicing in it. | sense there is more to my giving to
The Christmas Fund than | have touched on so far. |
sense that more is wrapped up in my looking for God'’s
love in what | choose to give.

- Jim Silver, retired UCC Pastor
Middletown, CT

Thanks to your generosity, last year The Christmas Fund provided over
$1.7 million in pension and health benefits, emergency grants, and
thank-you checks to retired clergy and their families.

Every gift came from people like you. This year, please give what you can to
continue supporting those who have devoted their lives to serving others.

This Christmas, celebrate the blessings in
your life by making a gift to our ministers,
church workers, and their families.

Visit christmasfund.org to learn more and
donate online.

Donate Online Here!




December 7", 2025

Mount Carmel Congregational Church
3284 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518
Website: www.mccucc.com

Phone: (203) 248-7408

Staff and Officers

Minister: Reverend Milton Brasher-Cunningham
pastor(@mccucc.com

Office Admin: Mzt. Aren Alberico
office@mccucc.com

Music Director: Mrs. Lynda Pedersen
lyndal.pedersen(@gmail.com

Faith Formation: Mrs. Debbie Wooley
ce(@mccucc.com

Treasurer: Mzts. Ellen Amato
treasurer(@mccucc.com

Church President: Eric Grantz
egrantz73@gmail.com

Church Clerk: Sandee Martin
sandeemart48@gmail.com

Board of Trustees: Anna Anderson, Chair
aanderson545@gmail.com

Board of Deacons: Rick Terry, Co-Chair

rterrv981(@outlook.com
Nancy Olson, Co-Chair
njolson56(@gmail.com

As a community of faith, gathered in Christ's love,
we strive to support one another in hearing the Word,
living the Word, and sharing the Word.
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