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Prelude “Will You Come and Follow Me?”
Arr. David Lasky

Greeting and Announcements

Passing of the Peace of Christ

Call to Worship

One: When fears press in on every side and we are not sure what
will happen, we can proclaim,

All: God is our light and salvation. We are called beyond our
fear.

One: When our problems overwhelm us and we feel pressed in on
every side, we can declare,

All: God is the stronghold of our lives. We have hope beyond
our circumstances.

One: No matter the troubles we face, we atre called to set our hearts
on God.

All: God shelters and protects us in times of trouble.

One: God fills our hearts with joy and lifts our eyes to see greater
things.

All: Come, let us worship in gratitude and praise.

*Hymn “Arise, Your Light Has Come” NCH #1064

Unison Prayer

Loving God, you know our hearts and you know our lives. We confess
to you that which causes separation, that which causes pain, that
which causes distress, and that which breaks down. We confess to
you our part in those things. And in humility and hope, we ask for
your help to do better, to reconcile, to heal, to soothe, to build up. So
may we love you and neighbor, and follow our Christ, in whose name
we pray. Amen.
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Scripture Reading: Matthew 4:12-22 Rick Terry

Once Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he went to Galilee. He left
Nazareth and settled in Capernaum, which lies alongside the sea in the area
of Zebulun and Naphtali. This fulfilled what Isaiah the prophet said: “Land
of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, alongside the sea, across the Jordan,
Galilee of the other nations: the people who lived in the dark have seen a
great light. And for those sitting in death’s land and shadow, light has
dawned."

From then on, Jesus began to proclaim this message, “Change your hearts
and lives. Here comes the reign of God”

Walking alongside the Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw two brothers, Simon, who
is called Peter, and Andrew, casting a net into the sea, because they were
fished for a living, “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I’ll show you how
to fish for people.” Right away, they left their nets and followed him.
Walking on from there, he saw another set of brothers, James and John, in
a boat with Zebedee their father putting their nets in order. Jesus called
them and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Sermon
Hymn “Will You Come and Follow Me” [Page 4]

A Season of Prayer for Our Church and the World

Please remember the following persons in your prayers: Elizabeth Alberico;
Fred Tiedemann; Rhonda Pruzinsky; Cari Jansen; Carol Fitzsimmons;
Randy States; and Jean Vancamp.

Moments of Silent Prayer

Pastoral Prayer
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy names. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.

Call to Offering

Offertory “MARYTON”
Arr. Mark Sedio

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that Love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit—One. Amen.

*Unison Prayer of Dedication

Gracious and generous God, we have passed the plates as both an act
of generosity and a symbol of our connectedness to one another and
to our world filled with so much need. May we go from this place
continuing to look for ways to share what we have with those around
us we pray. Amen.

*Hymn “O Savior, Let Me Walk with You™ NCH #503
Benediction
Postlude “O Morning Star”

@
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Hymn “Will You Come and Follow Me”
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I “Will you come and fol - low me if 1 but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if 1 but  call
3 “Will you et the blind - ed see if I but  call

4 “Will  you love the  you you hide if I but  call

5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will you  care for cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you  quell the fear in

my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind  and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love  be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile  stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you’ve found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rn go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what I

world a - round, through my  sight and touch and
foot - steps show. Thus TI'll move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Deadline for February Bell Tree Submissions is Monday,
January 26%. Please submit any materials to the office by 12pm!

Please stay tuned to your email for upcoming updates on this year’s
Ash Wednesday services. This year, Dunbar United UCC will be
hosting the ecumenical Ash Wednesday worship service on February
18th; with the time to be announced and music by the Hamden
Clergy Band. Drive-Thru “Ashes-To-Go” will again be offered at
Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, with times to be
announced (expected to be similar to last year).

We have begun working on our 2026 Directory! Please report any
corrections or changes to the office by Tuesday, March 17th,

FEBRUARY WORSHIP: A LOOK AHEAD

Please join us every Sunday at 10am for onr worship services!

February 1%, 2025: Communion
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany
Scripture: Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

February 8", 2025

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany

Scripture: Isaiah 58:1-9a, (9b-12)
Psalm 112:1-9, (10)
1 Corinthians 2:1-12, (13-16)
Matthew 5:13-20
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Souper Bowl
SUNDAY

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22"

Directly Following 10am Service

Please join us for a very special Potluck Soup Luncheon
to Celebrate the Lenten Season!

If you would like to sign up to bring a soup
or if you just plan on attending,

PLEASE CONTACT:

Debbie Wooley (ce@mccucc.com)
Or
Aren Alberico (office@mccucc.com)

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU
THERE!
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Mount Carmel Congregational Church
3284 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518
Website: www.mccucc.com

Phone: (203) 248-7408

Staff and Officers

Minister: Reverend Milton Brasher-Cunningham
pastor(@mccucc.com

Office Admin: Mzt. Aren Alberico
office@mccucc.com

Music Director: Mrs. Lynda Pedersen
lyndal.pedersen(@gmail.com

Faith Formation: Mrs. Debbie Wooley
ce(@mccucc.com

Treasurer: Mzts. Ellen Amato
treasurer(@mccucc.com

Church President: Eric Grantz
egrantz73@gmail.com

Church Clerk: Sandee Martin
sandeemart48@gmail.com

Board of Trustees: Anna Anderson, Chair
aanderson545@gmail.com

Board of Deacons: Rick Terry, Co-Chair

rterrv981(@outlook.com
Nancy Olson, Co-Chair
njolson56(@gmail.com

As a community of faith, gathered in Christ's love,
we strive to support one another in hearing the Word,
living the Word, and sharing the Word.
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