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Prelude    “Variations on Sleepers, Awake!” 
Arr. Robert Lau 

 

Greeting and Announcements 
 

Passing of  the Peace of  Christ 
 

Lighting of  the Advent Candle: Peace 
(Lighting the First Advent Candle this morning are Linda Vanacore and Charlotte Peet.) 

One:  From deep in the past, the prophet Isaiah announced a word 
of  peace: 

All:  God will judge between the nations and advocate for many 
people; They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks. 

One:  On this first Sunday of  Advent, we light this candle as a sign 
of  peace. (At this time, the First Candle will be lit.) 

One:  Let us bring Isaiah’s hope into our world today. 
All:   And let us worship God. 
 

*Hymn                 “We Are Waiting for Jesus” 
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*Unison Prayer 
Loving God, as Advent begins, the season begs us to be busy with 
all that the holidays entail, from wrapping to traveling to gathering 
to sharing, such that we forget that preparing our hearts for you to 
be born again in us is not busy work. As we prepare to hear the 
story of  you with us once more, quiet our minds and open our 
hearts, we pray, that Christ will be born anew in us. Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading:      Isaiah 35:1-10   Nancy Olson 
 

The desert and the dry land will be joyful; the wilderness will rejoice and 
blossom like the crocus. They will burst into bloom, and rejoice with joy 
and singing. They will receive the glory of  Lebanon, the splendor of  
Carmel and Sharon. They will see the Lord’s glory, the splendor of  our 
God. 
 

Strengthen the weak hands, and support the unsteady knees. Say to those 
who are panicking: “Be strong! Don’t fear! Here’s your God, coming 
with vengeance; with divine retribution. God will come to save you.” 
 

Then the eyes of  the blind will be opened, and the ears of  the deaf  will 
be cleared. Then the lame will leap like the deer, and the tongue of  the 
speechless will sing. Waters will spring up in the desert, and streams in 
the wilderness. The burning sand will become a pool, and the thirsty 
ground, fountains of  water. The jackals’ habitat, a pasture; grass will 
become reeds and rushes. 
 

A highway will be there. It will be called The Holy Way. The unclean 
won’t travel on it, but it will be for those walking on that way. Even fools 
won’t get lost on it; no lion will be there, and no predator will go up on 
it. None of  these will be there; only the redeemed will walk on it. The 
Lord’s ransomed ones will return and enter Zion with singing, with 
everlasting joy upon their heads. Happiness and joy will overwhelm 
them; grief  and groaning will flee away. 
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A Season of  Prayer for Our Church and Our World 
Please remember the following persons in your prayers: Elizabeth Alberico; 
Fred Tiedemann; Rhonda Pruzinsky; Cari Jansen; and Carol Fitzsimmons.   
 

Silent Prayer  
 

Pastoral Prayer  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy names. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 

Call to Offering 
 

Offertory          “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” Bell Choir  
Arr. Barbara Kinyon 

 

*Doxology 
Praise God for gifts of  peace and hope; 
Praise God for gifts of  joy and love; 
Praise God for sending Christ to dwell 
Praise God with Us—Emmanuel. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of  Dedication 
Loving God, this Advent season we wait in peace, and we give in 
peace; a peace deeper than our anxiety and fear; a peace growing 
from our trust in your loving power. Receive our gifts and use them 
to bring your peace to our world. Amen. 
 

*Hymn           “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” NCH #345 
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Sermon         
 

The Service of  Communion 
One:   May God be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
One:   Lift up your hearts. 
All:   We lift them up to God. 
One:   Let us offer our God our deepest gratitude.  
All:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
One:  In the rich dark of  winter, we offer our thanks and praise 

as we hear the prophet Isaiah say that God meets us with 
an astounding promise: that the desert and the dry land will 
be joyful; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom like the 
crocus. 

All:  In the wilderness, we will hear the voice of  John the 
Baptist cry out, longing for repair and renewal. 

One:  And soon, we will hear Mary sing the ancient song of  
generations—that God comes to fill the hungry and lift the 
humble; that love and truth will meet; that justice and 
peace will kiss. 

All:  In the midst of  uncertainty, Jesus assures his disciples: 
Just as the tree blooms, so the signs are clear that the 
economy of  God is at hand. 

One:  In the deep of  our own winter, we look for them: bud of  
hope, branch of  peace, sprig of  joy, blossom of  love. 

All:  We gather at this table, praying that crooked ways be 
made straight, that valley’s peace be lifted up and 
mountain’s might brought low so that all God’s people 
might rejoice together. 

One:  We give thanks for the mystery and wonder revealed in 
Christ’s birth, for the blessing and love Jesus shared with all 
whom he encountered, in food and story. 
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All:  We remember that, on the night before he was handed 
over to die, Jesus broke bread with his friends, blessed 
it, gave thanks, and said, “Take, eat. This is my body, 
which I give for you. When you share it, remember 
me.” 

One:  We remember that he took the cup and, giving thanks, said, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my lifeblood. When you 
drink it, remember me.” 

All:  We give thanks, O God, for your limitless love for all. 
With your people of  all times and places, we await 
with hope the fulfillment of  your vision for all creation 
revealed in manger, cross, and empty tomb. 

One:  In thanks and praise we join our voices with those who 
came before us, with those around us, and with those who 
will follow in our affirmation of  faith: 

All: You, O God, are supreme and holy. 
You create our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do. 
You have always been with us. 
You are God. 
You, O God, are infinitely generous, 
good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proved 
your love for us in Jesus Christ, 
who lived and died and rose again. 
You are with us now. 
You are God. 

  You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 
You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.  
You are our God. We worship you. 
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Sharing the Meal  
(At this time, Deacons will distribute the Elements. Please be advised that the outer cups 
will be filled with wine, while all remaining cups contain grape juice.)  
 

Prayer of  Thanksgiving 
At this table, Christ is the host, welcoming all who hunger. At our 
tables, may Christ be our guest this day and always, that we might 
welcome hope, peace, joy, and love into our lives, and become hosts 
to God’s presence and people. God of  Love, guide us to the stables 
of  our world, where the lonely and longing gather. Lead us to the 
mangers of  our time, where hope and renewal are born again. Make 
us heralds of  your love and joy. Amen. 
 

*Hymn            “Come, O Long-Expected Jesus”  NCH #122 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude    “Variations on Sleepers, Awake!” 
Arr. Robert Lau 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

If  you have taken a tag for the Salvation Army Angel Tree Gift Drive, 
please remember to purchase the gift listed and return it unwrapped 
with the tag attached by Sunday, December 7th.  
 

Please join us this month for our annual Advent Taizé worship series, 
with services on Wednesdays December 3rd and 17th at 7pm.  
 

Calling all carolers! If  you are interested in spreading some 
Christmas cheer this year, there will be a small caroling group going 
out on Sunday December 14th following our regularly scheduled 
coffee hour. If  you are interested, please contact Lynda Pedersen.  
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                          Brrrrr…Warm Up with Our 
 

 

 
                          Sunday, December 7th 

                                            Following Annual Budget Meeting 

 

Please join us for a very special Potluck  

Brunch to Celebrate the Christmas Season!  

 

 
 

If you would like to sign up to bring a dish, please use 

the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall entryway!  

 
For more information, please contact: 

Debbie Wooley (ce@mccucc.com) 

Or 

Aren Alberico (office@mccucc.com)   
 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

mailto:ce@mccucc.com
mailto:office@mccucc.com
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The Altar Guild 

 

Orders for Memorial Poinsettia Plants, 2025 

 

When: Coffee Hours, Sundays November 30
th

, December 7
th

, and December 

14
th

. 

 

or call Karen Amato (651-9769) by Monday, December 15
th

. 

 

Choice of:  Red, White, or Marbled 

Cost:   $8.00 each 

 

Plants may be taken after worship on Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 

24
th

. 

 

Please fill out the form below and return to Karen Amato or the church 

office. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

 

Ordered By________________________________________________Phone_____________ 

 

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Or, (other dedication) _________________________________________________________ 

 

Total number ________________Red____________White___________Marbled________ 

 

Total Cost _______________________ 

Check one:   Will take after worship ________   Will Leave at Church ___________ 
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Boy Scout Troop #600 
 

Annual Christmas 

Tree Sale 
 

 

 

Starting Friday, November 28th 

UNTIL SUPPLY RUNS OUT 
 

Sunday:   9am-9pm 

Monday:   NO SALE 

Tuesday:   5pm-9pm 

Wednesday:  5pm-9pm 

Thursday:  5pm-9pm 

Friday:   5pm-9pm 

Saturday:  9am-9pm 
 

 

Mount Carmel Congregational Church 

3284 Whitney Avenue 

Hamden, CT 06518 
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                       Please join us for our annual 

Shirts and Skirts 
 

 
   

  
 

 

When? 
Tuesday, December 9th 

6:00pm-8:00pm 
 
 

Please Bring: 
A grab bag gift valued at $5! 
A hot or cold potluck dish! 

Your festive spirit! 
 

 

 

We hope to see you there! 



  November 30th, 2025 
 

 

 
Mount Carmel Congregational Church 
3284 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518 

Website: www.mccucc.com 
Phone: (203) 248-7408 

 
  

 Staff  and Officers  
 Minister: Reverend Milton Brasher-Cunningham 

pastor@mccucc.com 

 Office Admin: Mr. Aren Alberico 
office@mccucc.com 

 Music Director: Mrs. Lynda Pedersen 
lyndal.pedersen@gmail.com 

 Faith Formation: Mrs. Debbie Wooley 
ce@mccucc.com 

 Treasurer: Mrs. Ellen Amato 
treasurer@mccucc.com 

 Church President: Eric Grantz 
egrantz73@gmail.com 

 Church Clerk: Sandee Martin 
sandeemart48@gmail.com  

 Board of  Trustees: Anna Anderson, Chair 
aanderson545@gmail.com 

 Board of  Deacons: Rick Terry, Co-Chair 
rterry981@outlook.com  
Nancy Olson, Co-Chair 
njolson56@gmail.com  

   

As a community of  faith, gathered in Christ's love, 
we strive to support one another in hearing the Word, 

living the Word, and sharing the Word. 
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