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A Newsletter for 

December 2025 
 

The Mount Carmel Congregational Church 
(A United Church of Christ) 

3285 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518 

____________________________________ 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk…  
 
Happy Advent and Merry Christmas! 

 

I love this season of the year when it comes to our church. We have everything from 

budget meetings to brunch, from Advent candles to Taizé services, ending up together on 

Christmas Eve for Lessons and Carols. 

 

You don’t have to be at everything, and I hope you will choose the events and services 

that speak to you and that connect you with others. 

 

As 2025 draws to a close and we begin the second quarter of the twenty-first century 

(Wow!), let us look expectantly to the new year for ways we can foster hope and kindness. 

 

Thank you for your faithfulness and presence. I hope the days ahead are full of hope and 

meaning. 

 

Peace, 

Milton 
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DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Please join every Sunday at 10am in the Church for service, followed by coffee hour in the Parlor! Note: These are 

lectionary passages for your own devotional purposes. Weekly scripture readings are subject to change. 
 

December 7th, 2025 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Annual Budget Meeting; Christmas Brunch 
Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-10 
  Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
  Romans 15:4-13 
  Matthew 3:1-12 
 

 

 

December 14th, 2025 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-10 
  Psalm 146:1-10 
  James 5:7-10 
  Matthew 11:2-11 
 

December 21st, 2025 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Scripture: Isaiah 7:10-16 
  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
  Romans 1:1-7 
  Matthew 11:18-25 
 

December 24th, 2025: Lessons and Carols 
Christmas Eve; Service Begins at 4pm 
Scripture: Isaiah 9:6-7 
  Luke 1:26-38 
  Luke 1:39-58 
  Luke 2:1-7 
  Luke 2:8-20 
 

December 28th, 2025 
First Sunday After Christmas 
Scripture: Isaiah 63:7-9 
  Psalm 148 
  Hebrews 2:10-18 
  Matthew 2:13-23 
 

 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
Happy Birthday Wishes Go to the Following: 

 
Jane Stolzenberg December 5th Bill Copeland December 16th 
Beverly Jurkiewicz December 6th Carillon Copeland December 16th 
Nancy Olson December 12th Leon Fiftal December 28th 

Rev. Milton Brasher-Cunningham December 12th 
 

If you would like to add your name to our Birthday list, please contact the office! 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
The Call 

The Mount Carmel Congregational Church will hold the Annual Budget Meeting 
immediately following Worship on Sunday, December 7, 2025. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandee Martin 
Church Clerk 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Christmas Brunch 

The Mount Carmel Congregational Church will be holding its Annual Budget Meeting 
immediately following Worship on Sunday, December 7th, 2025. After the meeting, please join us 
for our Annual Christmas Brunch! For more information, check out our poster on page 7! 
 

-Office Staff 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Memorial Poinsettias 

The Altar Guild will be taking orders for Memorial Poinsettias at Coffee Hours on Sundays, 
December 7th and December 14th. Order forms can also be found on page 8 of this newsletter, as 
well as in the Parish House near the entrance. Thank you. 

 
-Karen Amato 
Chair, Altar Guild 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Stewardship 

Current Pledge Total: As of December 2nd, we have reached 36 individual pledge units totaling 
$67,494 in pledges! Please feel free to continue to mail in your pledge cards or drop them off in the 
offering plate on Sundays. To those of you who have already pledged, we would like to thank you 
for your generous contributions to the Church and our ongoing mission.  

“Help others without any reason and give without the expectation of receiving anything in 
return.” – Roy T. Bennett 
 

-Debbie Wooley 
Chair, Stewardship 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Office Closure 
 The office will be closed on Thursday, December 25th in observation of the Christmas 
holiday. In addition, the office will be closed on December 30th due to administrative leave and 
January 1st in observation of New Year’s Day.  For urgent requests, you may still contact our office 
by email at office@mccucc.com or our pastor at pastor@mccucc.com.  
 

-Office Staff 

mailto:office@mccucc.com
mailto:pastor@mccucc.com
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Outreach 
Thanksgiving Bags. Our food drive was once again a great success this year! We filled a total of 

36 bags of food: 18 were delivered to the Salvation Army and 18 to the Keefe Center. Thank you 
to everyone who contributed food, monetary donations, and to those who helped load and deliver 
the bags. Your generosity and teamwork are truly appreciated. A special thanks to Marti for keeping 
our turkeys safe and sound! 

Salvation Army Angel Tree. Your unwrapped Angel Gifts are due by Sunday, December 7th. 
They can be dropped off in the nursery. Please ensure that your tag is included with your gift so 
that we can differentiate which item is for which child.  

Christmas Fund. Our next church-wide mission project is The Christmas Fund. The monies 
collected here help “provide pension and health premium supplementation to low-income retired 
church workers, emergency assistance to clergy families in need, and Christmas checks to hundreds 
of annuitants, as administered by the Pension Boards”. Please make your check out to ‘Mount 
Carmel Congregational Church’ and put ‘Christmas Fund’ in the memo. Cash or check Donations 
are due by Sunday, December 21st. Thank you. 
 

-Debbie Wooley 
-Chair, Outreach 

 

Advent Taizé Worship 
Please join us this month for our annual Advent Taizé worship series, with services on 

Wednesdays December 3rd and 17th. Taizé is a quiet form of worship built around music and 
meditation. These special evening services will begin at 7pm and will be approximately 30 minutes 
in length. We hope to see you there! 

 
-Aren Alberico 
Office Admin 

 

Christmas Caroling 
Calling all carolers! We are forming a small group of carolers to spread joy throughout our 

community this Christmas season. The group will be heading out on Sunday, December 14th, 
shortly after our regularly scheduled Coffee Hour. If you (or anyone you know) would like to 
participate in caroling this year, please reach out to Lynda Pedersen or the Church Office as soon 
as possible. All are welcome, and sheet music will be provided by the church office. 

If you know of any homes that would appreciate carolers, especially individuals who may be 
homebound or unable to get out during the holidays, please pass that information along to Lynda 
as well. We want to make sure our caroling reaches those who could use a little extra cheer this 
season. Help us spread the gift of Christmas Cheer this season! 

- Lynda Pedersen 
Music Director 
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Boy Scout Christmas Tree Sale 
Are you looking for a Christmas Tree? Our very own Boy Scout Troop 600 are currently 

selling Christmas Trees on the far end of our parking lot. Trees can be bought on weekends from 
9am to 9pm, and weekdays (Tuesday-Friday) from 5pm to 9pm. Please stop by and show your 
support!  

-Office Staff 
 

Faith Formation 
ARK Banks. Keep your Ark Banks floating! Please don't forget to keep bringing in your ark 

banks. The monies collected go into a pastor’s discretionary fund which can be used to help people 
in our community who need help. We have already used this account on several occasions to help 
people in need. If you have not picked up a bank yet, they can be found in the narthex or in the 
entrance to the parish hall. 

Seasons of the Church. Curious about Advent and its meaning for Christian life? Well, look no 
further than page 9 of this month’s newsletter, where we provide a brief guide on the Advent and 
Christmas Season! 

  
-Debbie Wooley 
Chair, CE  

 

Bell Choir Rehearsals 
Rehearsals for the Bell Choir have resumed! Practices are held on Sundays before service 

from 8:30am to 9:30 am. If you would like to join the Bell Choir, please feel free to reach out to 
Lynda at lyndal.pedersen@gmail.com.  
            -Lynda Pedersen 
 
 

A Note from the “Mouse Management Ministry” 
We have recently installed several mouse deterrent devices throughout the church to help 

keep our little furry friends from becoming full-time members of the congregation. These small 
devices look like night-lights and have been placed in key areas where mice may try to sneak in: 

✔ Kitchen  ✔ Parish Hall  ✔ Parlor 

✔ Craft Room  ✔ Scout Room  ✔ Pass-Through Room 
They’re silent, scentless, and safe—but they only work if they’re plugged in! Please do not 

unplug them, even if they look like something that’s just glowing for fun. Every little buzz helps 
keep our spaces clean and critter-free. Thanks for your help in making our church a warm (but 
mouse-free!) home for all. 

 

-Debbie Wooley 
 

mailto:lyndal.pedersen@gmail.com
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GENERAL ANNOUCEMENTS 
 

Volunteers Needed. We are always looking for volunteers to help with Sunday services, whether 
as Ushers, Coffee Hour hosts, or by providing Altar Flowers. Signup sheets for all three are posted 
on the bulletin board at the Parish House entrance. For ushering, please contact Dave or Bev 
Jurkiewicz with any questions; for Coffee Hour or Altar Flowers, reach out to the Church Office at 
office@mccucc.com or (203) 248-7408. Please note that flowers must be provided by you, and you 
will need to contact the office to include a message in the weekly bulletin. 
 
Bell Tree. Do you have an event to announce? A story to share? We would love to hear it! Send us 
an email at office@mccucc.com by the second to last Tuesday of the month and we may include 
your article in our next publication! 
 

Joys and Concerns. If you wish to have a joy or concern announced during worship, please 
forward to them to Aren at office@mccucc.com or call the church office at (203) 248-7408.  
 

Pastoral Support. If you require pastoral support or guidance, feel free to contact our minister, 
Reverend Milton, by email at Pastor@mccucc.com, or by contacting the Office by email at 
office@mccucc.com or phone at (203) 248-7408.  
 

Food Bank. Donations for the Food Bank are always needed if you are able to contribute. Non-
perishable items such as canned beef stew, hearty soups, canned fish, peanut butter, mac and 
cheese packages, and oatmeal would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Prayer Shawls. As a reminder, Prayer Shawls are always available to those who need them. If you 
or anyone you know needs one, please contact the office and we will arrange a shawl for you. 
 
QU Student Parking. Please be aware that the first row of spaces in the gravel lot (closest to 
Whitney Avenue) has been reserved for Quinnipiac student parking. These spaces are clearly 
marked with signs, so please use other spots when possible. Thank you for your cooperation! 
 
Directories and More. Physical copies of the 2024 Annual Report, 2025 Revised Bylaws, and 
2025 Member and Friends Directory are available for pickup in the Church Office. If you would 
like a digital copy of any of these documents, please contact the office at any time.  
 
Church Pictures. We are always looking for new pictures for the Church website! If you happen 
to attend a Church event, please feel free to snap a few pictures and send them to us by email 
(office@mccucc.com).  
 
 

 

 

mailto:office@mccucc.com
mailto:office@mccucc.com
mailto:office@mccucc.com
mailto:Pastor@mccucc.com
mailto:office@mccucc.com
mailto:office@mccucc.com
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Brrrrr…Warm Up with Our 
 

 

 

 

                                       Sunday, December 7th 

                                                          Following Annual Budget Meeting 

 

 

 

Please join us for a very special Potluck Brunch 

to Celebrate the Christmas Season!  

 
To sign up to bring a dish, 

please use the sheet located on the  

bulletin board in the Parish House! 

 
For more information, please contact: 

Debbie Wooley (ce@mccucc.com) 

Or 

Aren Alberico (office@mccucc.com)   
 
 

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
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The Altar Guild 

 

Orders for Memorial Poinsettia Plants, 2025 

 

When: Coffee Hours, Sundays November 30
th

, December 7
th

, and 

December 14
th

. 

 

or call Karen Amato (651-9769) by Monday, December 15
th

. 

 

Choice of:  Red, White, or Marbled 

Cost:   $8.00 each 

 

Plants may be taken after worship on Christmas Eve, Wednesday, 

December 24
th

. 

 

Please fill out the form below and return to Karen Amato or the 

church office. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

 

Ordered By________________________________________________Phone_____________ 

 

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Or, (other dedication) _________________________________________________________ 

 

Total number ________________Red____________White___________Marbled________ 

 

Total Cost _______________________ 

Check one:   Will take after worship ________   Will Leave at Church ___________ 
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Please join us for 

Advent Taizé 
 

 
 

A service of 

silence and song by candlelight. 
 

 

Wednesday Nights at 7pm 
 

December 3rd 

December 17th 
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December Bell Tree, 2025 
 

 
 

Mount Carmel Congregational Church 
3284 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518 

Website: www.mccucc.com 
Phone: (203) 248-7408 

 

 
 

Staff  and Officers  
Minister: Reverend Milton Brasher-Cunningham 

pastor@mccucc.com  
Office Admin: Mr. Aren Alberico 

office@mccucc.com  
Music Director: Mrs. Lynda Pedersen 

lyndal.pedersen@gmail.com 
Faith Formation: Mrs. Debbie Wooley 

ce@mccucc.com  
Treasurer: Mrs. Ellen Amato 

treasurer@mccucc.com  
Church President: Eric Grantz 

egrantz73@gmail.com 
Church Clerk: Sandee Martin 

sandeemart48@gmail.com  
Board of  Trustees Anna Anderson, Chair 

aanderson545@gmail.com 
Board of  Deacons: Rick Terry, Co-Chair 

rterry981@outlook.com  
Nancy Olson, Co-Chair 
njolson56@gmail.com  

 

http://www.mccucc.com/
mailto:pastor@mccucc.com
mailto:office@mccucc.com
mailto:lyndal.pedersen@gmail.com
mailto:ce@mccucc.com
mailto:treasurer@mccucc.com
mailto:egrantz73@gmail.com
mailto:sandeemart48@gmail.com
mailto:aanderson545@gmail.com
mailto:rterry981@outlook.com
mailto:njolson56@gmail.com

